






























































Response: DEQ appreciates the comment and is continuing to work with Stimson and others to
determine the suitability of that property for use in connection with the Mike Horse Mine Project. This
has been an on-going effort by both parties since December 2009, and DEQ is hopeful that this
arrangement will work out for the benefit of the Mike Horse or Upper Blackfoot Mining Complex
cleanup.

(10) Comments: “We approve of the work schedule, and urge DEQ to stick to it. The sooner the PCB
contamination can be removed, the better. It would be best if all of this work can be done before winter at
the very latest.”

“We encourage the State and Stimson to complete this cleanup on the schedule proposed, before ice jams
or flooding could damage the cooling pond berm and erode contaminants downstream.”

“We urge the State and Stimson to proceed with this cleanup on the proposed schedule, completing
removal of the pond and its contaminants before ice jamming or flooding could cause their erosion
downstream.”

Response: DEQ and Stimson are both committed to having the cleanup project completed by mid-
December 2010 per the schedule attached to the WP.

(11) Comments: “We thank DEQ and DOJ for its prompt and appropriate action to address
contamination in these areas. After this time-urgent cleanup is completed, the Department requests that
DEQ will move forward to address any other identified areas of contamination on the mill property to
protect public health and environmental quality and allow the property to be put to full beneficial use in
the community.”

“Given the potential for additional areas of contamination on the site, we would like to see additional
sampling of private drinking wells not routinely sampled under the Safe Drinking Water Act. The
additional assessment may help to ensure that previous efforts to improve local drinking water quality are
maintained.”

“We would like to see other problem areas of the Stimson property investigated and remediated.
However, we understand, appreciate and agree with the speed at which the contaminants within flood-
prone areas are being handled in an effort to prevent downstream migration of toxicants.”

Response: As has been previously noted, the EE/CA was limited in scope to addressing the cooling pond
area, and thus the Action Memo and the Order and WP were necessarily limited in scope as well. As
some of the comments recognize, this allowed the contamination in the cooling pond area to be addressed
on an expedited basis to ensure that this contamination is addressed before high flows on the river could
cause an uncontrolled release into the river. The Order reserves all DEQ authority to address the other
portions of the Stimson Bonner Mill property, but specific actions to address these other portions of the
property are outside the scope of this action. DEQ will consider these comments as issues related to the
other portions of the property are addressed.
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(12) Comment: In an email, two commenters pointed out an error in the discussion in Paragraph 33 of
the AOC regarding the history of the Bonner Mill. The commenters note that it was not W.A. Clark, but
rather Marcus Daly and others that were involved in starting up the Bonner Mill. Clark and his company
were involved in other milling activities in the area, but not the Bonner Mill.

Response: The commenters are correct in pointing out the history of the Bonner Mill. Some property
lying north of the Blackfoot River that was ultimately used in connection with the Bonner Mill operations
had been owned by W.A. Clark’s Western Lumber Company. However, in the mid-1880s, well before
Clark’s arrival in Milltown, the Bonner Mill was started by the Montana Improvement Company, which
had been formed by Marcus Daly and others. By 1900, the main mill property south of the Blackfoot
River was owned and operated by the Anaconda Copper Mining Company. Anaconda later transferred
the property to Champion International Corporation, as described in the Findings of Fact. Thus paragraph
33 in the Findings of Fact section of the AOC should be revised to read:

383\ In the mid-1880’s the original Bonner Mill was constructed by the
Montana Improvement Company, which had been formed by Marcus Daly and others. By
1900, the Bonner Mill was owned and operated by the Anaconda Copper Mining
Company. In 1972, the Anaconda Company transferred ownership of the Bonner Mill,
including the Stimson Bonner Mill Property, to Champion International Corporation.

The Action Memorandum issued by DEQ for this action in October 2009 also discusses this historical
background at pp. 4-5, and also creates some confusion by discussing Clark and the Western Lumber
Company when they did not actually own the portion of the Bonner Mill associated with the cooling
pond. The information above serves to clarify that discussion as well.

Other Changes to the AOC:

DEQ also wishes to note for the record two other changes being made to the final AOC. Stimson raised
two additional issues in discussions with DEQ. First, Stimson requested that it be allowed to use a letter
of credit as a permissible form of financial assurance. The proposed language in Paragraph 135 of the
AOC provided only for a surety bond. Since a letter of credit is a standard form of acceptable financial
assurance, DEQ has agreed to language in that paragraph that allows use of a letter of credit as the form
of financial assurance.

In addition Stimson proposed a change in the language in Paragraph 8 requiring 30-day advance
notification to DEQ and DOJ of any proposed assignment, transfer, conveyance, lease or disposal of any
of the property, and the agencies agreed to a change to avoid unnecessary delay in the lease of portions of
the property that would not affect the AOC or the Work. Many of the comments received on the EE/CA
as well as the AOC encouraged redevelopment of the property, and some flexibility here may help
facilitate redevelopment.
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