
Overview of Monitoring and Assessment Process

Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment  Montana Water Quality Act (MCA 75-5-101 et seq.)
P

ub
lic

 
In

vo
lv

em
en

t
D

EQ

 Is Water 
Body Fully 

Supporting All 
Applicable 

Uses?

The assessment record is 
managed and stored 

electronically in the Water 
Quality Assessment, 

Reporting, and Documenting 
System (WARD)

Is Data Valid and 
Reliable?

Continue 
Monitoring to 

Ensure Beneficial 
Use Support is 

Maintained

Produce 
Integrated Report

(every 2 years)
Integrated Report

Analyze data gaps 
and develop field 
monitoring plan 

Respond 
to Call for 

Data 

No

Yes

Respond to Draft 
Integrated Report 

During 60-Day 
Public Comment 

Period

No

Yes

Incorporate field 
plan into current or 

future year’s 
monitoring project 

plan

Assemble 
Available Water 

Quality Data 

Perform 
Data Quality 
Assessment 

Evaluate 
Beneficial 

Use-Support 
Attainment 

Reviewed March 2010

Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Web Page

Call for 
Data 

(every 2 
years)

TMDL 
Process

Place Waterbody 
on Impaired 
Waters List 

(includes 303-d) 

http://data.opi.state.mt.us/bills/mca_toc/75_5.htm
http://deq.mt.gov/about/businessProcesses/WQPB/WM_TMDL.pdf
http://cwaic.mt.gov/
http://deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/monitoring/default.mcpx

