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Remediation Division 

 

 
The Department of Environmental Quality's 
mission is to protect, sustain, and improve a 
clean and healthful environment to benefit 
present and future generations.  
 
It is the mission of the Remediation Division to 
protect human health and the environment by 
preventing exposure to contaminants released 
to soil or water, and to oversee compliance 
with state and federal laws and regulations. 

Remediation Division Contacts 
Sandi Olsen 
Division Administrator 
(406) 841-5001, solsen@mt.gov  
 
Mike Trombetta, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Bureau 
(406) 841-5045, mtrombetta@mt.gov 
 
Joel Chavez, Supervisor 
Construction Services Section 
(406) 841-5031, jchavez@mt.gov 
 
John Koerth, Supervisor 
Abandoned Mines Section 
(406) 841-5026, jkoerth@mt.gov 
 
Jeff Kuhn, Supervisor 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
Brownfields Section 
(406) 841-5055, jkuhn@mt.gov  
 
Denise Martin, Supervisor 
Site Response Section 
(406) 841-5060, demartin@mt.gov 
 
Rebecca Ridenour, Supervisor 
Petroleum Technical Section 
(406) 841-5059, rridenour@mt.gov 
 
Larry Scusa, Supervisor 
Federal Superfund Section 
(406) 841-5035, lscusa@mt.gov 
 
Virginia Wooley 
Fiscal Officer 
(406) 841-5008, vwooley@mt.gov   
 
Mary Ann Dunwell 
Public Information Officer 
(406) 841-5016, mdunwell@mt.gov 
 

Division Administrator, Sandi Olsen, speaking to an audience  
of 50 people about Superfund listing of the Flat Creek- 
Iron Mountain Mine Site. 

Streamside remediation of Silver Bow Creek.. 

DEQ Environmental Science Specialist, Brian Bartko-
wiak (left), and TerraGraphics Engineer, Susan Firor 
(right), conduct a cross-section survey of the Clark 
Fork River in preparation for environmental  
remediation. 



The Remediation Division is one of four 
divisions under the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The divi-
sion is responsible for overseeing investi-
gation and cleanup activities at state and 
federal Superfund sites, reclaiming aban-
doned mine lands, implementing correc-
tive actions at sites with leaking petroleum  
storage tanks, and overseeing groundwa-
ter remediation at sites where agricultural 
and industrial chemical spills have caused 
groundwater contamination.   

The purpose of these activities is to pro-
tect human health and the environment, 
to prevent unacceptable exposure of po-
tential human and ecological receptors to 
hazardous or deleterious substances that 
have been released to soil, sediment, sur-
face water or groundwater, and to ensure 
compliance with applicable state and fed-
eral regulations. 

Remediation Division 
The division’s Mine Waste Cleanup and 
Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup bureaus 
and their respective sections and pro-
grams facilitate site cleanup. Program staff 
includes a bureau chief, section supervi-
sors, environmental science specialists, 
reclamation specialists, and other technical 
program staff. The Division Administrator 
oversees and ensures program administra-
tion, with support from administrative and 
fiscal professional staff.  

ABANDONED MINES SECTION 
The Abandoned Mines Section of the Mine 
Waste Cleanup Bureau is responsible for 
cleanup of historic (pre-1977) mining-
related disturbances. Montana’s program 
is regulated by federal and state statutes, 
under Montana’s approved Abandoned 
Mine Reclamation State Plan.  

FEDERAL SUPERFUND SECTION 
The Federal Superfund Section of the Mine 
Waste Cleanup Bureau is responsible for 
administering remedial cleanup activities, 
in consultation with the EPA, at federal 
Superfund sites in Montana. It oversees 
state provisions of the federal Compre-
hensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or 
federal Superfund) activities. 

S ITE RESPONSE SECTION 
The Site Response Section of the Hazard-
ous Waste Site Cleanup Bureau adminis-
ters the Comprehensive Environmental 
Cleanup and Responsibility Act (CECRA 
or state Superfund) and the Water Quality 
Act (WQA) to investigate and clean up 
hazardous substances at sites not ad-
dressed by the federal Superfund.                             

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES SECTION 
The Construction Services Section of the 
Mine Waste Cleanup Bureau is responsi-
ble for cleanup of contamination along 
Silver Bow Creek (22 miles) and the 
Clark Fork River (43 miles).  

PETROLEUM TECHNICAL SERVICES/
LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK 
BROWNFIELDS SECTIONS 
Under the Montana Underground Storage 
Tank Act, the Petroleum Technical Ser-
vices Section (PTS) and the Leaking Un-
derground Storage Tank Brownfields Sec-
tion (LBS) of the Hazardous Waste Site 
Cleanup Bureau administer cleanup re-
quirements for petroleum releases (leaks 
and spills). PTS focuses on known sources 
with solvent responsible parties, LBS 
focuses on federally-funded cleanup for 
releases with unknown sources or insol-
vent responsible parties.  

The confluence of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers,  
and Milltown remediation, April 2008. 

Ravalli County Airport jet fuel spill excavation, October 2008. 


