
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for 2009 Volunteer Monitoring  
Laboratory Analysis Support Applications 

 
Background:  
 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) Watershed Protection 
Section has a limited amount of funding under the federal CWA Section 319 to assist 
local volunteer monitoring groups with analytical laboratory services. These groups 
include, but are not limited to, watershed groups, 319 grantees, conservation districts, 
water quality districts, 501(c)(3)s, and schools.  
 
Objective:  
 
DEQ support for local groups will focus on surface water sampling to monitor the 
effectiveness of project implementation, trend monitoring, and TMDL follow-up to refine 
sources and targets. Each group will have a DEQ-approved Sampling and Analysis Plan 
(SAP) prior to submitting samples to the contracted lab. The samples will be based on 
the parameters defined in the volunteer monitoring suite (attached). Funding is only 
available for the fixed parameters listed in the attached suite and must go through the 
DEQ contracted lab.  
 
Schedule: 
Applications will be accepted all year and complete applications will be awarded on a 
first come-first serve basis. With approximately $15,000 available, each group will have 
a maximum amount of $2,000 for laboratory analyses for up to a one-year period. 
Applications will be accepted immediately, beginning on June 1, 2009 with a request of 
applications. Successful applicants will be immediately notified. Funding awarded 
under this call must be spent before June 30, 2010. 
 
Application Criteria 
  
The project applicant can be a local watershed group, 319 grantee, conservation district, 
water quality district, 501(c)(3), school, county extension service, county, etc. Applicants 
must have a DEQ-approved SAP before submitting samples to the contract laboratory.   
 
Applicants are required to submit water quality monitoring data to DEQ using the most 
current upload process.  Direction concerning the upload process can be accessed at 
the Bureau’s Data Management’s web pages: 
http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/datamgmt/index.asp or by contacting the Bureau’s Data 
Management Section Water Quality Metric Database Manager (contact information is 
available at:  http://svc.mt.gov/deq/staffdir.asp#ppa).   
 

http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/datamgmt/index.asp
http://svc.mt.gov/deq/staffdir.asp#ppa


To be clear and concise, DEQ will consider COMPLETE applications for the following 
surface water quality monitoring efforts based on a first come, first funded basis for the 
following purposes: 
 
 

• Effectiveness monitoring of project implementation 
• Water quality trend monitoring 
• TMDL follow-up: refine sources, targets, etc.  
• Groups with a long-term monitoring strategy and commitment  
• Groups with a SAP in place 
 

Complete applications are those that meet all the criteria described in this “Call for 
Applications” and provide all the information called for in the attached application form. 
 
Groups with currently approved SAPs will be considered for this funding. The DEQ 
encourages applicants that demonstrate a monitoring strategy and display a long-term 
interest in continuing and/or expanding a monitoring program in their local area.  
 
DEQ will provide funding up to $2,000 for lab analyses. After the $2,000 limit is reached, 
the state rate will be made available for those groups that provide their own funding. Be 
sure to include specific parameters and costs in the budget section of the application 
form. *Please refer to the monitoring suite below for a list of approved parameters and 
costs.  
 
Each recipient will be required to submit a final report, which summarizes the activities 
and outcomes supported by the grant. The final report should include information on: the 
purpose of the monitoring effort; the findings of the monitoring; the number of people 
participating; issues/concerns from participant feedback; etc. Final reports should 
contain images that display volunteer participation. Successful applicants will be 
required to complete the project per the approved SAP and submit the final report within 
normal DEQ contract terms.  
 
 

For more information on the Volunteer Monitoring Lab Assistance application 
process, please contact: 

 
Kristy Zhinin 

Nonpoint Source Education and Outreach Coordinator 
Department of Environmental Quality  

Watershed Protection Section 
(406) 444-7425 

kzhinin@mt.gov 
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*Volunteer Monitoring Suite 
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