DWSRF/WPCSRF Responses to Public Comments

The DWSRF program received 49 requests for ARRA funding. A total of 32
communities have been made an offer to receive this funding for their projects. There
were 14 communities that were not offered the funding as a result of the project scores
using the ranking criteria and funding limits established. The remaining 3 projects were
deemed ineligible to receive the funding since the primary purpose of the projects were
to improve fire flow capabilities or provide system expansion to accommodate growth, or
both. These scopes of work are not eligible to receive funding as required by the base
DWSRF program requirements. DWSRF eligibility is a prerequisite requirement to
receive ARRA funding.

The WPCSRF program received 40 requests for ARRA funding. A total of 29
communities have been made an offer to receive this funding for their projects. There
were 9 communities that were not offered the funding as a result of the project scores
using the ranking criteria and funding limits established. The remaining 2 projects were
deemed ineligible to receive the funding. One of those projects was primarily for
development of unoccupied ground which is ineligible for SRF funding. The other project
was for replacement of individual on-site septic and drainfield systems which, although
conceivably fundable through an intermediate public entity, are not eligible for a direct
loan from the WPCSRF program. Neither of these two projects submitted the required
SRF priority survey form.

During the 30 day public comment period, the DWSRF program received written letters
of support for ARRA funding of their respective projects from 12 communities or their
representatives. The WPCSRF program received numerous phone calls supporting
various projects for consideration of ARRA funds.

At the public hearing held on March 20, 2009, 23 people gave oral testimony in support
of 32 various drinking water projects and wastewater projects. Of those people who
gave testimony, 5 additional comments were received. Two comments were made that
suggested projects that would increase the scope of the work as a result of ARRA
funding should be given additional consideration and ranked higher. DEQ thought that
this was a worthwhile point, however did not believe that the ranking criteria should be
changed after the draft criteria had been published unless the change could be evenly
applied to all applicants. Since this aspect was not asked for or included in the
applicants’ Needs Surveys for requesting ARRA funding, it could not be applied fairly to
everyone, so it was not implemented.

Another comment encouraged close scrutiny of project approvals to ensure that ARRA
funding is available next year. Finally, one comment was given that suggested the SRF
program(s) check the history for grant administrators and recognize positive
gualifications.

Another comment encouraged DEQ to only consider awarding funds to those projects
that were not already in progress in order to clearly create new jobs. DEQ had initially
taken this same view point. However, the tight timelines established in the ARRA do not
allow enough time for a project to proceed from conception through planning, design,
environmental reviews, bidding, etc. Therefore, projects already well into the design
process are the most logical ones to meet the required timelines.



There was a comment submitted at the hearing that asked that ARRA funds be allotted
based on population. DEQ considered this strategy early on in the development of a
funding strategy but felt that with this approach much of the funds would be allotted to
only a few projects. Keeping with the intent of the ARRA, DEQ felt that it was most
important to fund as many projects as possible, within reason, thus maximizing the
creation and retention of jobs across the entire state.




DWSRF/WPCSRF Responses to Public Comments 

The DWSRF program received 49 requests for ARRA funding.  A total of 32 communities have been made an offer to receive this funding for their projects.  There were 14 communities that were not offered the funding as a result of the project scores using the ranking criteria and funding limits established.  The remaining 3 projects were deemed ineligible to receive the funding since the primary purpose of the projects were to improve fire flow capabilities or provide system expansion to accommodate growth, or both.  These scopes of work are not eligible to receive funding as required by the base DWSRF program requirements.  DWSRF eligibility is a prerequisite requirement to receive ARRA funding.


The WPCSRF program received 40 requests for ARRA funding. A total of 29 communities have been made an offer to receive this funding for their projects.  There were 9 communities that were not offered the funding as a result of the project scores using the ranking criteria and funding limits established.  The remaining 2 projects were deemed ineligible to receive the funding. One of those projects was primarily for development of unoccupied ground which is ineligible for SRF funding. The other project was for replacement of individual on-site septic and drainfield systems which, although conceivably fundable through an intermediate public entity, are not eligible for a direct loan from the WPCSRF program. Neither of these two projects submitted the required SRF priority survey form.


During the 30 day public comment period, the DWSRF program received written letters of support for ARRA funding of their respective projects from 12 communities or their representatives.  The WPCSRF program received numerous phone calls supporting various projects for consideration of ARRA funds.

At the public hearing held on March 20, 2009, 23 people gave oral testimony in support of 32 various drinking water projects and wastewater projects.  Of those people who gave testimony, 5 additional comments were received.  Two comments were made that suggested projects that would increase the scope of the work as a result of ARRA funding should be given additional consideration and ranked higher.  DEQ thought that this was a worthwhile point, however did not believe that the ranking criteria should be changed after the draft criteria had been published unless the change could be evenly applied to all applicants.  Since this aspect was not asked for or included in the applicants’ Needs Surveys for requesting ARRA funding, it could not be applied fairly to everyone, so it was not implemented.

Another comment encouraged close scrutiny of project approvals to ensure that ARRA funding is available next year.  Finally, one comment was given that suggested the SRF program(s) check the history for grant administrators and recognize positive qualifications.

Another comment encouraged DEQ to only consider awarding funds to those projects that were not already in progress in order to clearly create new jobs. DEQ had initially taken this same view point. However, the tight timelines established in the ARRA do not allow enough time for a project to proceed from conception through planning, design, environmental reviews, bidding, etc. Therefore, projects already well into the design process are the most logical ones to meet the required timelines.

There was a comment submitted at the hearing that asked that ARRA funds be allotted based on population. DEQ considered this strategy early on in the development of a funding strategy but felt that with this approach much of the funds would be allotted to only a few projects. Keeping with the intent of the ARRA, DEQ felt that it was most important to fund as many projects as possible, within reason, thus maximizing the creation and retention of jobs across the entire state.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata pogodnih za pouzdani prikaz i ispis poslovnih dokumenata koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


