
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 15, 1998 
 
 
 
Dear Wetlands Council Participant, 
 

The next Montana Wetlands Council meeting is scheduled for November 17 in Helena.   
In addition to the regularly scheduled agency and organization updates and implementation 
activities, we have two special programs.  
 

At the August Council meeting, participants were interested in hearing from agricultural 
landowners and organizations regarding what financial and technical assistance and incentive 
programs would be helpful to encourage additional wetland conservation or restoration on 
private agriculture lands in Montana.  We’ve invited some farmers, ranchers and agricultural 
organizations to give us their input on this Council goal and have scheduled time for Council 
discussion on how to proceed.   
 

The other program involves computer demonstrations on some exciting new and newly 
developing wetland and riparian data and information tools available to help us better coordinate 
and manage wetlands.    
 

Please see the attached meeting agenda for details.  Enclosed is the meeting summary and 
list of participants from the last Montana Wetlands Council meeting held in August.  Please call 
Lynda Saul at 444-6652 if you would like additional information.  Hope to see you on the 17th. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lynda Saul 
Wetlands Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 



 
AGENDA 

 
MONTANA WETLANDS COUNCIL MEETING 

November 17, 1998 
9:30 am - 3:00 pm 

DEQ Directors Conference Room, Helena 
1520 East 6th Avenue 

 
 
9:30 Welcome and Introductions. 
 
9:45    Wetland Data and Information Tools  

Montana View - Velda Welsh, NRIS/Water Information System 
Riparian and Wetland Research Program Interactive Web Data Base - RWRP 
Meta Data - Kris Larson, NRIS/Geographic Information System 
Wetland Clearinghouse and NWI - Velda Welsh, NRIS/Water Info System 

Discussion on information needs and integration.    
 
 
11:00 Wetland Updates and Coordination Reports. 

State agencies: NRIS, MNHP, DNRC, DFWP, MDT. 
Federal agencies: USFWS, NRCS, BLM, USFS, EPA, COE, BOR.  
Others: MT Watercourse, Flathead Lake Biostation, Montana Riparian 
and Wetland Association, others. 

 
 
Noon Lunch (on your own) 
 
 
1:00  Private Land Wetland Conservation: Technical and Financial Assistance and Incentives  

Jason Campbell, Montana Stock Growers Association  
Lorna Karn, Montana Farm Bureau 
Private agricultural landowners invited 

 
2:30 Action Item Implementation Activities - Lynda Saul, DEQ. 

Proposals Received for Wetland Protection Grant program. 
National Wetland Inventory proposal.   

 
2:45  Other announcements. 

Set next meeting date for February 24, 1999. 
Discuss potential agenda items.  

 
3:00 Adjourn.  



 
   

Summary 
Montana Wetland Council Meeting 

August 11, 1998 
 
 

The meeting opened with welcome and introductions.   DEQ briefed Council participants 
on the status of the draft Conservation Strategy and recommendations from the Wetland 
Situation Assessment.  As recommended, DEQ will not work to finalize the draft Strategy.  
Instead, they will continue to implement the priority recommendations that received wide-spread 
support in the Situation Assessment.  One of those recommendations is to complete the National 
Wetland Inventory (NWI) for Montana.  The Wetlands Council Data Work Group along with 
DEQ submitted a grant proposal to the State of Montana’s Reclamation and Development Grants 
Program for funds to complete a large portion of the NWI in Montana.  DEQ will be soliciting 
potential funders and agencies that are willing to match or provide additional funding for this 
project. DEQ also discussed the solicitation for wetland protection grants proposals for EPA 
104(b)3 funds that DEQ administers.  DEQ and the Grant Review Team are targeting proposals 
to implement portions of the Situation Assessment recommendations.  This includes wetland 
information and education, working with landowners on technical assistance and incentive 
programs, projects which further the NWI and the state-wide data base, and funding for local 
governments, conservation districts and local watershed groups. 
 

Representatives from State, Federal and other participating groups provided wetlands 
updates and coordination reports.  The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MNHP) discussed 
the Stillwater, Swan and Flathead area project, north of Polson.  The Natural Resource 
Information System (NRIS) shared recent additions to the Montana Wetlands Information 
Clearinghouse (MWIC) located at http://nris/state.mt.us/wis and following the path to wetlands.  
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) reported on several issues. One 
such issue was the request for articles to be submitted in the fall edition of the Riparian Wetland 
Review Newsletter.  DNRC also discussed the Small Acreage Management workshops, the Joint 
Permit Program, Monitoring for Success workshops, and the Watershed Planning Assistance 
Program through the Conservation Districts.  The Montana Department of Transportation 
provided an update on transportation mitigation sites. 
 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service reported that the agency is working nationally on the 
delisting of 39 species, including the Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon in Montana. Several 
species may be newly listed in Montana, including the Bull Trout.  The Natural Resources and 
Conservation Service distributed and discussed a new brochure outlining many ongoing 
programs aimed at landowner assistance.  The Wetland Reserve Program has had 54 applicants 
and approximately 23,000 acres enrolled in the program.  The long-range high priorities on 
wildlife habitat for restoration includes prairies, fens and riparian areas.  In 1999, NRCS and 
COE will co-sponsor training for wetland determination and delineation.  The Bureau of Land 
Management Challenge Cost Share Program received nearly 75 proposals, 1/3 of which related 
to wetland and riparian areas.  
BLM reported that the two million dollar Intermountain West Joint Venture proposal for 



Southwest Montana was funded for acquisition of 2,300 acres in the Beaverhead.  The NAWCA 
grant allows 5 years to do additional match easements.  The Forest Service reported that there is 
a new regional forester in Montana, from Utah.  They also reported that the  Proper Functioning 
Condition Training is continuing throughout late summer and fall.  The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) reported that for the Regional Grants Program Montana received 
almost half the funding for the entire 6 state region. The Clean Water Action Plan estimates that, 
nationally,  annual losses of wetland acres is now roughly 100,000 acres per year.  The Clean 
Water Action Plan has a goal to restore 100,000 acres of wetlands per year by the year 2005.  
The US Army Corps of Engineers reported that the Notice for Nationwide Permit 26 
Replacement has been issued, and there will be a public meeting in Helena on August 27.   
 

The Montana Watercourse is planning on rebroadcasting the popular Governor’s Public 
Service Announcement supporting wetlands.  MT Watercourse handed out potential new PSA 
ideas for Council input.  The Montana Riparian and Wetland Research Program discussed 
projects in Montana and other regions.  They will be working with BLM to revise and improve 
the Classification system for other states.  The Montana Association of Conservation Districts is 
holding their annual meeting in Kalispell on November 11-13. 
 

A short discussion on private land wetland conservation incentives was held.  Council 
participants requested that we invite landowners and agricultural organizations to provide input 
on types of incentive programs that would be useful. There was a short discussion on federal 
legislation, introduced by Senator Dashle, giving a tax credit for wetland restoration.  The 
Council will be kept updated on any progress.  The next meeting was scheduled for November 
17. 
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October 15, 1998


Dear Wetlands Council Participant,


The next Montana Wetlands Council meeting is scheduled for November 17 in Helena.  


In addition to the regularly scheduled agency and organization updates and implementation activities, we have two special programs. 


At the August Council meeting, participants were interested in hearing from agricultural landowners and organizations regarding what financial and technical assistance and incentive programs would be helpful to encourage additional wetland conservation or restoration on private agriculture lands in Montana.  We’ve invited some farmers, ranchers and agricultural organizations to give us their input on this Council goal and have scheduled time for Council discussion on how to proceed.  


The other program involves computer demonstrations on some exciting new and newly developing wetland and riparian data and information tools available to help us better coordinate and manage wetlands.   


Please see the attached meeting agenda for details.  Enclosed is the meeting summary and list of participants from the last Montana Wetlands Council meeting held in August.  Please call Lynda Saul at 444-6652 if you would like additional information.  Hope to see you on the 17th.


Sincerely,


Lynda Saul


Wetlands Coordinator


AGENDA


MONTANA WETLANDS COUNCIL MEETING


November 17, 1998


9:30 am - 3:00 pm


DEQ Directors Conference Room, Helena


1520 East 6th Avenue


9:30
Welcome and Introductions.


9:45    Wetland Data and Information Tools 


Montana View - Velda Welsh, NRIS/Water Information System


Riparian and Wetland Research Program Interactive Web Data Base - RWRP


Meta Data - Kris Larson, NRIS/Geographic Information System


Wetland Clearinghouse and NWI - Velda Welsh, NRIS/Water Info System


Discussion on information needs and integration.





11:00
Wetland Updates and Coordination Reports.


State agencies: NRIS, MNHP, DNRC, DFWP, MDT.


Federal agencies: USFWS, NRCS, BLM, USFS, EPA, COE, BOR. 


Others: MT Watercourse, Flathead Lake Biostation, Montana Riparian


and Wetland Association, others.


Noon
Lunch (on your own)


1:00 
Private Land Wetland Conservation: Technical and Financial Assistance and Incentives 


Jason Campbell, Montana Stock Growers Association 


Lorna Karn, Montana Farm Bureau


Private agricultural landowners invited


2:30
Action Item Implementation Activities - Lynda Saul, DEQ.


Proposals Received for Wetland Protection Grant program.


National Wetland Inventory proposal. 



2:45 
Other announcements.


Set next meeting date for February 24, 1999.


Discuss potential agenda items. 


3:00
Adjourn. 


Summary


Montana Wetland Council Meeting


August 11, 1998


The meeting opened with welcome and introductions.   DEQ briefed Council participants on the status of the draft Conservation Strategy and recommendations from the Wetland Situation Assessment.  As recommended, DEQ will not work to finalize the draft Strategy.  Instead, they will continue to implement the priority recommendations that received wide-spread support in the Situation Assessment.  One of those recommendations is to complete the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) for Montana.  The Wetlands Council Data Work Group along with DEQ submitted a grant proposal to the State of Montana’s Reclamation and Development Grants Program for funds to complete a large portion of the NWI in Montana.  DEQ will be soliciting potential funders and agencies that are willing to match or provide additional funding for this project. DEQ also discussed the solicitation for wetland protection grants proposals for EPA 104(b)3 funds that DEQ administers.  DEQ and the Grant Review Team are targeting proposals to implement portions of the Situation Assessment recommendations.  This includes wetland information and education, working with landowners on technical assistance and incentive programs, projects which further the NWI and the state-wide data base, and funding for local governments, conservation districts and local watershed groups.


Representatives from State, Federal and other participating groups provided wetlands updates and coordination reports.  The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MNHP) discussed the Stillwater, Swan and Flathead area project, north of Polson.  The Natural Resource Information System (NRIS) shared recent additions to the Montana Wetlands Information Clearinghouse (MWIC) located at http://nris/state.mt.us/wis and following the path to wetlands.  The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) reported on several issues. One such issue was the request for articles to be submitted in the fall edition of the Riparian Wetland Review Newsletter.  DNRC also discussed the Small Acreage Management workshops, the Joint Permit Program, Monitoring for Success workshops, and the Watershed Planning Assistance Program through the Conservation Districts.  The Montana Department of Transportation provided an update on transportation mitigation sites.


The US Fish and Wildlife Service reported that the agency is working nationally on the delisting of 39 species, including the Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon in Montana. Several species may be newly listed in Montana, including the Bull Trout.  The Natural Resources and Conservation Service distributed and discussed a new brochure outlining many ongoing programs aimed at landowner assistance.  The Wetland Reserve Program has had 54 applicants and approximately 23,000 acres enrolled in the program.  The long-range high priorities on wildlife habitat for restoration includes prairies, fens and riparian areas.  In 1999, NRCS and COE will co-sponsor training for wetland determination and delineation.  The Bureau of Land Management Challenge Cost Share Program received nearly 75 proposals, 1/3 of which related to wetland and riparian areas. 


BLM reported that the two million dollar Intermountain West Joint Venture proposal for Southwest Montana was funded for acquisition of 2,300 acres in the Beaverhead.  The NAWCA grant allows 5 years to do additional match easements.  The Forest Service reported that there is a new regional forester in Montana, from Utah.  They also reported that the  Proper Functioning Condition Training is continuing throughout late summer and fall.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reported that for the Regional Grants Program Montana received almost half the funding for the entire 6 state region. The Clean Water Action Plan estimates that, nationally,  annual losses of wetland acres is now roughly 100,000 acres per year.  The Clean Water Action Plan has a goal to restore 100,000 acres of wetlands per year by the year 2005.  The US Army Corps of Engineers reported that the Notice for Nationwide Permit 26 Replacement has been issued, and there will be a public meeting in Helena on August 27.  


The Montana Watercourse is planning on rebroadcasting the popular Governor’s Public Service Announcement supporting wetlands.  MT Watercourse handed out potential new PSA ideas for Council input.  The Montana Riparian and Wetland Research Program discussed projects in Montana and other regions.  They will be working with BLM to revise and improve the Classification system for other states.  The Montana Association of Conservation Districts is holding their annual meeting in Kalispell on November 11-13.


A short discussion on private land wetland conservation incentives was held.  Council participants requested that we invite landowners and agricultural organizations to provide input on types of incentive programs that would be useful. There was a short discussion on federal legislation, introduced by Senator Dashle, giving a tax credit for wetland restoration.  The Council will be kept updated on any progress.  The next meeting was scheduled for November 17.


MONTANA WETLAND COUNCIL PARTICIPANTS

August 11, 1998 Council Meeting

      NAME





REPRESENTING

ROB HAZLEWOOD


GANT MASSEY


LORNA KARN


RANDY APFELBECK


CARL FOURSTAR


JEAN RAMER


STEVE POTTS


LAWRENCE URBAN


VELDA WELCH


DAN TEIGEN


BOB HABURCHAK


KRISTA LEE-CAMPBELL


JASON CAMPBELL


ELOISE KENDY


JANET ELLIS


DAVE HEILIG


JUDY REESE


MARY MANNING


JACK GREENLEE


PAT HETTINGER


DON ALLEN


MIKE MURPHY


MICHAEL REDSTONE


JESSE ABER


MARY ELLEN WOLFE


JUDY MCCARTHY


LYNDA SAUL





USFWS


RWRP, UNIVERSITY OF MT


MFBF


DEQ


FT PECK TRIBES


COE


EPA


MDT


NRIS


NPRC


BLM


DNRC


MSGA/PLC


USGS


MT AUDUBON


USDA-NRCS


DEQ-RD


USFS


MTNHP


WATER QUAL. PROTECT. DISTRICT


WETA


MWRA


FT PECK TRIBES


DNRC WRD


MT WATERCOURSE


MT WATERCOURSE


DEQ



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata pogodnih za pouzdani prikaz i ispis poslovnih dokumenata koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


